France and her Allies
Catholics of France has meant to international Catholicism.
The Italian, German, and Austrian elements were never
intellectually quite so prominent in the Catholic world as
the French in the old days, and the revival of Catholicism
after the Great War had led to very great hopes for a
working arrangement between the more broad-minded
elements of France and the Papal power. To this day the
French royal family have not really forgiven the present
Pope, nor have considerable numbers of prominent
French Catholics- Cardinal Billot, the leading French
Cardinal in Rome, the one who had himself crowned
Pope Pius XI with that crown made from monies supplied
by three hundred thousand French Catholics, at that great
ceremony at St Peter's in 1922, so disapproved of all that
had happened in the Vatican's attitude to France, that he
resigned his position in Rome and became again just a
simple Jesuit Father.
For the moment it seemed as if a new Gallic Church was
to be started, but that possibility has passed, and French
Catholicism, after suffering a very serious setback, is
beginning at last to revive again. The Pope had chosen to
throw himself on to the side of the French Left Wing. He
had gone in with the Socialists, and he made some arrange-
ments and agreements with the Government of France*
Since the troubles that have arisen in Spain, the attitude
of the Church in France has become again a very difficult
problem, but there is no doubt that the outspoken
criticism of Communism from, the Vatican, and from the
bishops in France, especially in Alsace-Lorraine, has done
much to stop the spread of that dangerous doctrine
throughout French territory. Perhaps nowhere in Europe
is Catholicism fighting a more interesting battle than in